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Honorable Mention: “The Dancer,” by Kyare Bouchard 

The dancer’s devotion was delicate. 

She seemed to sigh when she cried, 

because her devotion was not helping. 

She worked all day and night. 

Weary little dancer, 

her devotion made her die inside. 

With every little movement 

she lost little bits of light from her eyes. 

Her devotion was apparently her demise. 

  
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS 

This poem makes a worthwhile statement about the challenges of the artistic process. What roadblocks 
do we put in our own way? But to enable us to feel the dancer’s struggle, we need much more 
concreteness. Use the language of dance. If you don’t know what that is, find out by talking to a dancer, 
or choose another art form where you know the language. Alliteration is one of the tools available to a 
poet, but like all tools, it can be over-used. Here, there are too many “d” words. 
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